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BACKGROUND 
End of life care for dialysis patients has become an important issue in the last years. Beside scientific studies a 
number of international and national guidelines have been published with the aim to help decision making for 
starting or withdrawing dialysis (1-4). However little is known regarding attitudes However little is known 
regarding attitudes and practice of nephrologists in end-of-life care, as well as about needs for continuous 
medical education on this topic in nephrology 
 
AIM  
In 2004 a survey was performed among Swiss nephrologists regarding end of life care. With the present survey 
we would like to analyze if attitudes and practice regarding end-of-life has changed in the last 12 years in 
Switzerland (comparison between survey in 2004 and in 2016).  
 
 
METHODS  
Participants: 
2004: All active members of the Swiss society of Nephrology were invited to participate in the survey on a 
paper version. 
2016: All active members of the Swiss Society of Nephrology will be invited to participate in the survey by 
online questionnaire. 
 
Instrument:  
Adapted questionnaire (4): Questionnaire about End-of-life issues in end-stage renal failure.  
The survey consists of 118 questions in eight sections:   
A. education and training in end-of-life care 
B.   current practice in end-of-life care 
C.  perceived barriers to the delivery of end-of-life care 
D.  decision making in end-of-life care 
E.  vignettes about the management of patients at the end of life (developed together with Swiss 

nephrologists, as close as possible to everyday reality) 
F.  individual experiences with terminal patients 
G.  role of the Swiss Society of Nephrology in improving end-of-life care  
H.  demographics and practice characteristics. 
 
 
PERSPECTIVE 
In 2004 a survey was performed among all active Swiss nephrologists regarding end-of-life care. The collected 
data were not published yet. The same questionnaire will be sent once more in 2016. The collected data of 
2004 and 2016 will be evaluated and compared.  
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